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A. Biography

1707 — Born in Padua, Italy — wealthy, influential parents (— Father: Yaakov Hai)
Italian Jewry as unique and liberal (Brill);

— Meir Benayahu: Padua’s “poets were also its rabbis and its physicians."
Early interest in literature and Torah studies — each would form basis of literary output
Strong Jewish and Italian education
Became popular with group of students in University of Padua — they like him for his
religious and worldly knowledge
By 1721 — Had memorized all of the works of the Ari (as per friend R’ Yekutiel Gordon)
1722 — Wrote first work on Kabbalah
Until 1722 — Teacher was Rabbi Yeshayahu Bassan, son-in-law of Rabbi Binyomin
HaKohen who was a student of Rabbi Moshe Zacuto
1724 — Joined “Mevakshei Hashem,” known for round-the-clock Zohar study, demands
of spiritual perfection of members, and the goal of Tikkun HaShechinah
1724 — Leshon Limmudim — Book on grammar — modern gender rules, style, rhetoric,
metaphors — very literate
1726 — Received Semicha
1727 - Visited by Maggid “while meditating on a Yichud”
Forms Kabbalah study circle — denounced by Moshe Hagiz et al; this is 100 year after
since death of Shabbtai Tzvi, but still strong pockets of believers throughout the world
Surviving writings assert that he was reincarnation of Moshe; his friend Moshe Dovid
Valle was Moshiach ben Dovid
1727-1736 — Fought with Beit Din of Hamburg over right to teach and write
Ramchal admitted to being influenced by Nathan of Gaza and that good and bad
elements of Shabbateanism could be separated from each other
House searched and found to have evidence of “magic”
Pre-1730 writings — sent to Bassan - Alperon - buried, lost forever
1730-1734 — Wrote over 40 works of “coded,” rational Kabbalah (later buried or burned)
1731 — Married Tzipporah Finzi (“symbolic union of the Divine Shechinah with her
husband”)
1734 — Ma'amar HaVechuach (Kabbalist vs. rationalist), Klach Pitchei Chochma
(explanations of symbolic nature of the Ari's writings); Da'at Tevunot (Rambam’s
Principles of Faith according to Kabbalah)
1735 — Left Italy for Amsterdam, believing the more liberal environment would be better
suited to his Kabbalistic interests
1736 — Passed through Germany on his way to Amsterdam — asked for protection
against Italian rabbis, instead was forced to sign statement disavowing all Kabbalistic
writings; signed declaration that “it is the duty of every Jew is to obey the orders of the
Rabbis even if they say that the right hand is the left, and the left hand is the right. | will
stop writing in the language of the Zohar or in other language, about Kabbalah, in the
name of the Maggid or any other Saintly Souls, in order to prevent quarrels amongst the
learned men of Israel.”
1736 — Haggiz and Bassan pass away
1736 — Derech Hashem
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1736-1743 — Diamond cutter in Amsterdam — accepted in community, but did not teach
— peaceful time

1740 — Mesillat Yesharim

1743 — Aliyah (presumably to study Kabbalah unhindered); lived near Acco and Tiveria
May 16, 1746 — Died in plague with family in Acco; buried near Rabbi Akiva in Teveriah
Vilna Gaon (Rabbi Eliyahu of Vilna — 1720-1797) “would have walked from Vilna to
learn at (Ramchal’s) feet.” — “not one unnecessary word in the first 8 chapters” of
Mesillat Yesharim

R’ Yisrael Salanter

R’ Shlomo Wolbe

Italy as a bastion of traditional Jewish liberalism: Rabbi Sabato Marini, a Rebbe of

Ramchal’s and — typical for great Italian Rabbanim — the town physician, with his hand

on a copy of ni9*7nn "'w, Rabbi Marini’s original translation of Ovid’s “Metamorphesis.”
Ramchal’s main Rebbe, Rav Yeshayu Bassan, later completed the translation.
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From 1729 Letter from Ramchal’s student, Rav Yekutiel Gordon:

There is a young man here, tender in years, (who) is a holy man: my master and
teacher ... Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto. For these past two and a half years a Maggid
has appeared to him ... who reveals wondrous mysteries to him .... With the approval of
the Holy One, blessed be He and His Shechina, the Maggid ordered him to compose a
Book of the Zohar, called in Heaven 'The Second Zohar' ....

This is what happens (when the Maggid, referred to here as "the angel”,
appears). The angel speaks out of Ramchal's mouth but we, his disciples, hear nothing.
The angel begins to uncover great mysteries to him. Then my master orders Elijah to
come to him, and he comes to uncover mysteries of his own. Sometimes, Metatron, the
great prince, also comes to him, as well as the Faithful Shepherd (i.e., Moses), our
forefather Abraham, Rabbi Hamnuna the Elder, ... the Messiah, and Adam ....

To sum up, nothing is hidden from him. At first permission was only granted (from
Heaven) to reveal to him the mysteries of the Torah, but now all sorts of things are
revealed to him. But no one outside our circle knows of it .... As he has demonstrated to
all, no one before him has had this kind of merit since the time of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yohai (the author of the Zohar).

From Ramchal’s Letter to his teacher’s father-in-law, Rav Binyamin Kohen:

The L-rd who is righteous and who searches all hearts is my witness in Heaven and my
testimony on high as to why | have kept (my revelations) secret from your honor .... But
now that the matter is public knowledge ... | am very pleased to hear that you know of it
... (and) I am especially glad to know that your honor, in his goodness and integrity,
accepts it as true and reliable .... "G-d-fearing people come to me every day to hear the
new things that G-d tells me. Many young men who had once walked in the vain ways
of young people have now, thank G-d, ... returned to G-d, and come to me to receive
Tikkunim (rectifications) for their (past) deeds.

At this time G-d ... wished to reveal a new light (to the world) in the category of
the Zohar .... He chose me for this in His mercy. If you were to ask me about the kind of
preparations (I engage in to deserve this), what could | say? The truth is that it has
come about through G-d's love alone and has little to do with my preparations for it.
Nonetheless, it is also true that | have been zealous for years about reciting Yichudim
(mystical recitations of particular Divine Names). | perform a different Yichud practically
every fifteen minutes, and | do this even now, thank G- d .... And the Creator now uses
me as the instrument for the fulfillment of His purpose.”

On the first of Sivan in the year 5487 (1727), as | was reciting a certain Yichud, |
fell into a trance. When | awoke, | heard a voice saying: 'l have descended in order to
reveal the hidden secrets of the Holy King'. For a while | stood there trembling, but |
soon took hold of myself. The voice kept on speaking and revealed a particular secret to
me.

At the same time on the second day | made sure to be alone in the room, and the
voice reappeared to reveal another secret to me. One day he revealed to me that he
was a Maggid sent from Heaven and he gave me certain Yichuddim that | was to recite
in order for him to appear again.



I never saw him but | did hear his voice as it spoke though my own mouth. He
then allowed me to ask him questions. After about 3 months he revealed to me the
Yichuddim | would have to recite to be worthy of having Elijah reveal himself to me. He
then charged me to compose a work on Ecclesiastes on the basis of the mystical
meaning of its verses that he had revealed to me, and Elijah came and imparted his
own secrets to me. (The Maggid) said that Metatron, the great prince, would be coming
to me and that | would know that it is he because of what Elijah had said. From then on |
came to recognize each of my visitors. Souls whose identity | know are also revealed to
me. Each day | write down the new ideas each of them imparts to me. All these things
happen while | lie prostrate, with my face to the ground, and | see the holy souls in
human form as in a dream.




B. Literary Survey
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Mimishnato Shel Ramchal

[Hardcover]
Eichler's Price $14.00
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Maamarei
HaRamchal

Elucidated Maamarei
HaRamchal [Hardcover]
Eichler's Price $18.99
Save 5%
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The Book of Logic The Guide

[Hardcover]
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To In-Depth Talmud Study
[Hardcover]
st Price: $30.09

Eichler's Price $28.99
Save 6%

Out of Stock
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Ramchal on the Parsha -

Sefer Bereishis [Hardcover]

Ramchal on the Parsha -

Sefer Shemos [Hardcover]

Eichler's Price $13.99
Save 13%
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The Way

Way of Torah [Hardcover]

Eichler's Price $37.99
Save 5%
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Secrets of the Redemption
[Hardcover]
Eichler's Price $18.99
Save 5%

Path of the Just [Hardcover]

Eichler's Price $25.99
Save 7%

The Elucidated Derech

Eichler's Price $16.99
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Secrets of the

Redemption/Ma‘'amar
HaGeulah

Eichler's Price $25.99
Save 7%
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Secrets of The Future Temple

Hashem [Hardcover]

Eichler's Price $32.99

Save 15%

[Paperback]
Eichler's Price $16.99



