Halacha: A Backstage Tour
An Interactive Journey Into the World of Halacha

Leib Zalesch, DAT Minyan, Summer 2017

Class 1: Introduction — Meet the Mesorah

Getting to know the major players on the Halachic scene
A) The Goal of Halacha — Getting Back to the Source [Handout 2]

B) The Major Halachic Works — Evolution and Relative Importance
[Handout 3 — Seven Stages of Halacha’s Development]

Gemara (Bavli); Rambam, Rif, Rash; Tur-Beit Yosef; Shulchan Aruch-Rama;
Mishna Berurah-Aruch Hashulchan

[Handout 4 — Test Case 1: Rambam, Rif, and Rash on Drinking on Purim]

C) Navigating the Major Halachic Works

Four sections of Shulchan Aruch and how to use them to find what you need
Relationship between Tur/Beit Yosef and Shulchan Aruch/Rama

When and how to use Mishna Berurah and Aruch Hashulchan

[Handout 5 — Breaking Down the Tur/Shulchan Aruch]

[Handout 6 — Comparing Mishna, Mishna Torah, and Tur]

Class 2: Navigating the Mesorah

Gemara €-> Rambam; Gemara €= Shulchan Aruch; Gemara €= Gemara;
Tanach €= Gemara
[Handout 7-10 — Hyperlinking Around the Mesorah]

Test Case 2: The Beracha on Fruit Trees
[Handout 11-14 — Hyperlinking in Action: A Topic with Its Connections]

Class 3: The Long and Winding Road — How Halachot Change
Can an area of Halacha become obsolete? What mechanisms allow for change?
A) Test Case 3: Women and Kiddush [Handouts 15-17]

B) Test Case 4. Women and Zimun [Handout 17-19]

Class 4: Brothers in Arms: The Sefard/Ashkenaz Divide

How Sefardim and Ashekaznim arrive at opposite conclusions from the same Gemara
A) Test Case 5: Eating Without Making a Beracha [Handouts 20-21]

B) Test Case 6: Answering Amen to One’s Own Beracha [Handouts 22-23]

Class 5: Torah in Your Time: The Role of Teshuvot in Halacha
A) How Shulchan Aruch Incorporates Earlier Teshuvot [Handouts 24-25]
B) How Later Teshuvot Incorporate Shulchan Aruch [Handouts 25-27]




Getting Back to the Source: The Goal of Halacha
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NOAM ELIMELECH — R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk

R. Elimelech b. R. Eliezer Lipman was born in 1717 in Poland, and was a disciple of the Maggid, R. Dov
Baer of Mezritch, the great disciple of the Ba'al Shem Tov. For eight years he wandered to different
places with his righteous brother, R. Zusia of Anipoli. He later settled in Lizhensk (Polish: Lezajsk),
which then became a center of Hassidism. He was an ascetic and did many charitable deeds. Among his
disciples are R. Ya'akov Yitzchak halevi, the Seer (Hozeh) of Lublin, R. Yisrael, the Preacher (Maggid)
of Koznitz, and R. Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of Apta. R. Elimelech died in 1787 in Lizhensk, and his
son R. Eliezer succeeded him, and edited his father's Noam Elimelech, which a basic book of Hasidism.
The Jerusalem 2001 edition of the Naom Elimelech has been added to the Project.




SEVEN STAGES OF HALACHA’S DEVELOPMENT
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The Big Three Rishonim on the Same Subject
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Rif — Back of Gemara volume; looks
like page of Gemara
Rash — Back of Gemara volume; does
not look like page of Gemara
Rambam — Separate set of books

Rif — Preserves Gemara language
Rambam — New, Hebrew-only text
Rash — Hybrid; uses Gemara language
as a base, but adds own comments in

Hebrew

Rif and Rash — Preserve Gemara’s
organization and structure
Rambam — New order and structure




What’s in Tur and Shulchan Aruch?

a»n R / Orach Chaim

1v7 328 / Even Ha’ezer

M.B. 1 Simanim 1-7 — Waking Up
. 8-45 — Tzitzit and Tefillin
M.B. 1-2 46-149 — Shacharit

M.B. 2 150-156 — Beit Knesset

¢ 157-201 — Meals

¢ 202-231 — Berachot

“ 232-234 — Mincha

¢ 235-241 — Ma’ariv

M.B. 3-4 242-416 — Shabbat

M.B. 4 417-428 — Rosh Chodesh
M.B. 5 429-494 — Pesach

y 495-529 — Yom Tov

M.B. 6 530-548 — Chol Hamoed

“ 549-559 — Tisha B’Av

“ 560-580 — Churban/Fasts
y 581-601 — Rosh Hashana
“ 602-624 — Yom Kippur

y 625-669 — Sukkah/Lulav

¢ 670-684 — Chanukah

¢ 685-697 — Megillah

a7 v/ Yoreh Deah

1-63 — Slaughtering Animals (fvonw)
64-86 — Kosher/Non-Kosher Animals
87-111 — Meat and Milk (27m2 w2)
112-138 — Forbidden Wine (701 1)
139-158 — Idolatry (777 7712Y)

159-177 — Charging Interest (n°27)
178-202 — Purity in Marriage (7172)
203-239 — Vows/Oaths (myawn 0°171)
240-245 — Honoring Parents/Scholars
246 — Learning Torah

247-259 — Tzedakah

260-266 — Brit Milah

268-269 — Conversion

270-284 — Sefer Torah

285-291 — Mezuzah

292 — Sending Away Bird (3pn m?w)
293-295 — New Grain (v1), New Tree (727)
296-333 — Mixtures (2°x22)/Tithes (;1170)
335-339 — Visiting the Sick (o°>11 11p2)
340-403 — Mourning (m?°2x)

1-6 — Having Children

7-25 — Marriage

26-65 — Weddings

66-118 — Marriage Documents (m21n>)
119-154 — Divorce

155-169 — Yibum

170-177 — Chalitzah

178 — Sotah

wvown i / Choshen Mishpat

1-27 — Judges (o°1°>7)

28-38 — Testimony (m1y)

39-84 — Borrowing and Lending (axn%:)
85-128 — Claiming (jyu1 31)

129-132 — Collateral (27)

133-139 — Movable Objects (1"705un)
140-152 — Land (¥pp)

153-156 — Neighbor Damage (2°15w p11)
157-181 — Partnerships (o°snmw)
182-188 — Messengers (mmow)
189-226 — Buying and Selling (12nm nipn)
227-240 — Overcharging (aR1X)
241-258 — Gifts (niann)

259-275 — Lost and Found (77°2R)
276-290 — Inheritance (7%m)

291-302 — Watchmen (17p9)

303-306 — Paid Watchman (150w mw)
307-338 — Renter ("0w)

339-347 — Borrowing (7X12)

348-419 — Stealing (7%°131 12°1)
420-427 — Assault (77am)

Connection to Mishna/Gemara

W / Zera’im

v / Moed

o / Nashim

e/ Nezikin

awrp / Kodashim

nanw / Taharot

nuawp ninoen / Minor Tractates




Comparing Mishna, Mishna Torah, and Tur

Mishna
200 - R. Yehuda Hanasi

Mishna Torah
1200 - Rambam

Arba’ah Turim
1300 - Yakov ben Asher

a%wat / Zera’im

v7a [ Madda

\ 2>n R / Orach Chaim \

731 / Moed

manR / Ahavah

\ 77 77/ Yoreh Deah \

a1 / Nashim

v / Moed

| =twm a8 / Even Ha'ezer |

o1/ Nezikin

w1 / Nashim

wowR N
Chosen Mishpat

awe / Kodashim

mente / Kedusha

nanw / Taharot

nxoo / Hafla’ah

MIYP NIRNDDR
Mesechtot Ketanot

a%wwnr / Zera’im

772y / Avodah

muiaap / Korbanot

7w / Taharah

o1 / Nezikin

ap / Kinyan

aswwsn / Mishpatim

awow / Shoftim

Daily, Shabbat, and
Holidays

Code:

Beit Hamikdash,
Korbanot, Mashiach

| Marriage and Divorce |

Court Law, Money,
Damages

Seeds, Planting, Food,
Gifts to Kahanim

\ Purity and Impurity \

\ Assorted Topics \




HYPERLINKING AROUND THE MESORAH

A. Getting from a 823 to 7"in — Older Gemara
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A circle in the Gemara

The 7 70 commentary, located between the Talmud text and Rashi’s notes, tells
the location of the p1on. This p1oo is from x> xpm, the 11™ chapter of Vayikra. Most
editions of Gemara do not give the Pasuk, so you need to find it yourself.
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B. Getting from a X273 to 1'"'an — Newer Gemara
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means that the Gemara is
quoting a Pos.

The Gemara quotes RX? P79 nmnaw.

The Gemara quotes 1% P9 nnw.
“aw” here means nnw. The p1o
has changed, but not the book.

The Gemara quotes our P05 in
77 P79 mnw. Now “aw” means

72 P79 mnw. The book and oo
are the same.
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The sources for all of the practical
Halachot on the page are collected in a
section at the top of the page called v
mxn 1 vown. Remember that we need
the “7” or “n.”

To find 71 73097 in the Rambam (*>°n), look in Hilchot Shabbat, Chapter 2, Halacha
22. “gw” with no other note means that the entire source is the same as last time.

To find 71 :39%7 in the Tur or Shulchan Aruch, look in 27w 1°0 21 K.
However, this time the avo is 2, not .

The big “>” means that this is the 10™
Halacha in this chapter. (Ignore that.)

The small » and 7 mean that the 3
and 4" Halachot on this page are
quoted in the same place.

“m” means Rambam (720 12 nwn).
2"5 means 1 pIo.

So to find 7 75977 in Rambam, look in
Chapter 2 of Hilchot Shabbat,
Halacha 22.

¥"WI0 means Ty Jnow-1n.

1" means o»n 7N,

"0 means 12°0 (chapter).

So to find 7 71277 in 7w %W, look in
X °Y0 ,07W 1°0 ,0%°1 TN,




D. Getting from the 719 5w to a X973 — 79157 INa
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NYN nnﬂ-p"m' r’ﬂ ™3 '\P‘pn el kladle T"-[%’-]—Ti single Halacha in all of
1’31“ N1?'I'I l-“ '\'!J.‘.'i P'Bﬂ I"I!'\N D:nn u’,quw sometimes again in the middle
19 '\"i'\m "ﬂ"!"'llw "JK l'ﬂ"\l"lﬂD 1: FBI"\ ".'I"R superscript letter appears. In
PIETY T TN PP W PR AT 2 o o
N'I:'T nnvw -’Ds DN ‘7:'“ DL.»"IPD 1-13 wa 7717 on the side of the page.

At the beginning of every

Shulchan Aruch — and

of a Halacha — a small,

the “r” or “m.”

The little letters are collected in a section at the top of the page called xa 151:“ -m:
791, This commentary also appears on the page of the 7112 nawn. We need !
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> 7277 is “X7nan nipon” — the Gemara’s own conclusion — in Nedarim, page 13, 77a.
> 1277 was originally stated by the w"x and the "9, two Rishonim, who derive the Halacha
from the Gemara (Nedarim 77a), although the Halacha is not stated there explicitly.
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The commentaries on the page of the Rambam, such as Maggid Mishna, shown here, usually tell us where the
Rambam’s Halacha is from. In this case, the Halacha is from the 7" Chapter of Eruvin, 2 7y 115 77 (85b). The
Maggid Mishna gives a short summary of the relevant Mishna, Gemara, and Rashi, before giving his own opinion

(starting with "1, and it seems to me).
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F. Getting from a 2p in w»wr to a Gemara — PR N7
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The commentary 1138 m720 (X"n) appears below the Chumash or Onkelos text.

For more on the words “0°72777 1798,” see Gemara Shabbat pages v (70) or 1x (97).

For more on the word “0°»°,” see Shabbat (“ow” means the same source as the last one), page v (70).
For more on the words “}:naw naw,” see Gemara Shabbat page 71 (54).

For more on the words “17yan ®>,” see Gemara Shabbat pp. > (20) or v (70), Yevamot pp. 1 (6) or 1 (7), or Sanhedrin p. 7% (35).

G. Getting from a Gemara to a Related Gemara — o'"'ws n2en (New Gemara)
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H. Getting from a Gemara to a Related Gemara — »"wy nmwo» (Old Gemara)
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Hyperlinking in Action: The Beracha on Fruit Trees

The Grunt Work: The Finished Product:
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P57 X2 XA AT 27 MR

XPT 212K T 7071 "2

RPW 772", IR 029200
12 X121,0192 1M7Wa 1000
,M1210 MIPRY MW NP2

".07X *12 372 NIRINT°

Is this Gemara Halachically binding? Why Nissan? What kinds of trees? What if the fruit

is already grown? What if | see a new tree more than once a year? The1i

n a circle

above tells me that the words that come after the 1 are Halachically binding, and that we

can look up the Halacha by tracing that 1 to the mx» 21 vown ¥ on the side
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mYH M

Yom v My 3 R RSP
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i
oE »Ew oF m 2 35p
QoD
'p Qyp OF DUEY T 35
vpw b 3 op 1 TR
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of the page:

The 1in the mxn 11 vown Py sends me to a Rambam and a Shulchan Aruch.
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_ nIsH BN AR T T
mum w285 309 127137 120 MORS MR R T°¥D 157 1290 ME NoTs

MR AP0 Y, TIA0 AD TR TS AR 0N MIPK 787 10°1 1272 RX17
AR 2" R LMD PROYMY
q0°1 ROW ,07W0 T upR LT
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The Shulchan Aruch hag introduced two new ideas. Let’s see where he got them (or at least the
first one) by tracing the X in a circle above to the 7917 2%2 on the side of the page, which will tell
us where the Shluchan Afuch’s words are from:

P rgbn 285 2P
p73> 0£/'798(3) AKX DYD KOR (1) TIan WRY

According to the 79171 983, one of the Shulchan Aruch’s sources is "1 — the nyan»n maaa, a
commentary on the Rambam. If we go back to the page of the Rambam, we see a [p] in the
Rambam which links with the n»1n>n minan at the bottom of the page. Notice the circles and
arrows below.
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Recall that the Shulchan Aruch introduced the idea that if the fruit is already grown, the Beracha
may no longer be said. Yet his source, the n111»°>» mian, says the exact opposite. Since we are
learning the Orach Chaim section of Shulchan Aruch, we can use the Mishna Berura to bridge
the gap between the Shulchan Aruch and the ny1»>» miaan. The circled 7 in the Shulchan Aruch
at the top of the next page sends us to the parallel 7 in the Mishna Berura.
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Thus the Mishna Berura has weighed in on the question of fully grown fruit, leaving it fairly
open-ended. He also deals with the question of Nissan ...
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... and the question of what to do if one passed by a certain new tree already this season without
making the Beracha:

TP 7 RS MEn YU Sk Ty 5 3mN BN 197 31290 297 AR TP T

7 qup PO Ta1a T
, AT e OTIP 93K — V973 M 7Y (7)
Ncanh A1 9273 1138 BT 1M e HM 2" DD T9RY ,T72% 93P, M 9T
poEs 1M K NEH 7953 Ion (3) pyvod e omp Sk AWK PR NYWA T2 RY

(0D Y vyon paipp] mehHy 99 [3"ap o 5" nawn]

That last point was from a Teshuva (Responsa) fro
original:

aharil, which we can look at in the
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So to map out this topic, it would look like this:

Starting Point: Vehicle: Destination:

Gemara Ein Mishpat Ner Mitzvah Rambam

Gemara Ein Mishpat Ner Mitzvah Shulchan Aruch

Shulchan Aruch Be’er Hagolah nranen miaat (Comm. on Rambam)
[P minaa actually contradicted Shulchan Aruch, so ...]

Shulchan Aruch Notations Mishna Berura (solve contradiction)

Shulchan Aruch Notations Mishna Berura (new issue)

Shulchan Aruch Notations Mishna Berura (third issue)

Mishna Berura Citation in Mishna Berura

Teshuva of the Maharil

Where Would You Like to Go Today?

own nmen

BEl (3 ;» oxap (B
P51 (3,365 57 bvh
FEA s I N - R
I (T 7
SBn Mmoo oo (9

—

amp pa e phn op (‘IQ

b RN U AN (G
LISy Tp 8 BN Y7
s (B o Prps (P
o3| (1o b
101w 3 Hph ppnh

——ribe—

Cross-
References and
corrections

3 oop e
PS DIp DEND
D P 3D
DD P3O
fap ban ©m
b onft pinb3

»ash *5n vEN
03 7Y719) ™MEY
b b M0 opn
(EEY DId 90
oE 157 Hre
oy g

mmergs qml qeem

S maN MRT Fmm 5 NON eRee
Wi esn o5 Sen onen e M
RN 115 NI D AMBI PN MRS RN
M0 NN RIDD D N S W k5
I anb MR NISEY e T RN T
SN BN N R R M5 R RESD

ST PENA PSS 30
PR B

SIS el
N AMPEN TN P
mn e 93 i

neT opamn b oen M
"HRD 5y 1O pan S pioieEd
TR OPREB ONT T TP v

™D DB wID
I3 PTIN P
D 03
phoy hd vH o
apb &b mbp)
obn B% b
1399 )
EYPD 2N PR
gowp oph bh

1Pn b b /

MmN H3 on3
dmd ph PRY
o) arbr 7y

FeIys Ay

\

nawn Py
s

podan 7 Mk O
Yy Ne2hn
3 b
Y P o3 87
phoo n
A0 ppss

Halacha

ohwn MR TN

winsad

Ay WKkl T
py nk v pae
IPYT KY? XYY K T
TIK Y M8 NKn

o"en )
nDLREn e B
»py b7 1d q7 oph

The Gra

OB DY

e oI T 3
oo abvnb oo
nean ¥

K YK

T MK

wm Tex vpa

vy am mExa
s now aNxn



15

The Long and Winding Road: How Halacha Evolves

A. Women and Kiddush
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Brothers in Arms: The Sefard/Ashkenaz Divide

A) Eating Without a Beracha
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B) Answering Amen to One’s Own Beracha
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Sefard Route:

Ashkenaz Route:

2 7Y A% N7 M2na novr R’

JI2WA 7T 977 101D AR AR I1WE 9o L,RT0 RN
IR AR VT RT— ROWP KD LN 7007, TR R0

" 2YPWIT 71922 JAR IPT — KT, o2 9D

2y 0797”210 "H9oNna PTAW PR P52 T
XM ,1°00 DX RWNITY L7207 2197 12w L vnw

mxn %on NNX 93 %Y 712 ,R0212 7PuemY ,7na
77977 ,7IY ORY IR XY R 7YY XD L7702 MR
5377 WART XM — X701 27 0217 777 077 20T NIN X .12
77977 IART IRDY L7972 71902 B2 By awa a2
M2 7IYa — 0on

IR WO 2D NI2T2 NODR DTN
%y 20> ", 0°%Wr 122" AR IV R
10271 0w WD 797 ,MIITA MY
"D " RPYTINRDT P oon
7302 A ,7797927 92 210 MR PIA RIAT
Q10 R ,72NW MO, 7Y AN
YRW NR*IP NI72 101,717 OPI0D
,2977 "90" 07,002 RnwT
2% 2T AT KD DaR .07 RYP)
NON27 2OHWIT 2 MR KON IR
R

N7 — ROWP R? .30 77 07 — TR 210 ,72WN 737 577 ,1°010702 TR AR a1 ,&70 0in"
792" ¥R P17 IRDT IR ORI 07 11027 WD ".0OHwIT 122 KT ,N1972 IRW2

DWn ", 7312" RP1T 12917 K2ODT .90 112 U 11972 210 B KUK Lavhene
NID72 210 22 ,ORTYL,ROR 1299719 ROOK R ,AW M2 707 "1W7 WK 277 RaT,2009197 X127
a1NAWT N1272 01,9907 "R 191,377 2P0 107 17972 210 M7 ", nane " Py
5Y2Y "W 197 ,10IRY R PIRT 119,097 1772 PRI ORI ORA MR AR 191,70y
T77 017 WO NR AR C1Y R ,MIXNT Y NI DY ORTIT ,aV0 WO5n M7 MoYa

XM ",72WA 7T 097 7972 7102 PR nvy 27 17992 N2 ovnwnT 22 77 PY L, mTa
12 w7702 "0 105" RIPRT 23 DY AR — 0PI XM7Y 20w 7312 RO vt
,22N2 5" a"anm L. oohw " vpl MLInn N0122" RO IMRT 1w oA LnR" My
MI02 179OK ,7OIAR AR MIYY 19 PR LANKR 79722 228 .01 IR MI272 2NW INIRWD X7

5 1490 3 P92 N1272 noon w''RY

R OO W7 120 2% 7R T I
M372 °NW IR RHR ,1°M1572 IR AR Y PR
TR AR NIYD 3TN MO MO 2w N IR
".manw" anxy "Noo

N U0 17 190 2% TR R''R0

D272 R 27 AR PNV PRY DR W 27AT
VIWD 7337 19,1917 N3122 "oohwr "
W I 277171 MD0IN) .NIWD PRI 19X MvTRa

(.R"S WM P"nm IPORY AWHw pao

7 PP W 1A% 2% AN T T

PIA2 X7 AR NI 09 W YOw YOWI 19727 070 DY 37T Qv0a CNYT NP RN
YOW 770 17 DYW ORTD RITW MRY PO QIRAW MINTT 12 DR LRI 1D ORI, 7270

IR DOIWR LTIV N MR P INTY ’DY L1 M7 D107 IR LN KIT 1971 ,770020
R " 005w 7312" MR 1A 12722 P IR 13 L 1aR" 19102 Ny 7197 ,n100a
12°291 .M1272 97 MIRWA 19 13T’ RDPINT IRD 220771 077,770 B NIDN2 s
093" MR 7YY ,200 O NAWAT RMMY ... 73T ¥ 200 RT3 .. 2D A0 10T
MIWY® 375 Y9IRY ", 200w 12" PINAN 10722 PO ATINT TR ITPDRR IR ".017w N
,01°027 ,0°7 RHR L7237 737 PR %D ,MD72 IRW2 1371 XY 1977 .33207% RNMMINT 192 007
7127 XY ,1XY 1O MR AR NIYH




24

Torah In Your Time:
The Role of Teshuvot in the Process of Halacha

A) When Shulchan Aruch Incorporates Earlier Teshuvot

B Eating Before and After Kiddush
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